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On track / The Race craft Renaissance 
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GEICO Honda's Blake Wharton races with the new 
Racecraft Renaissance goggle and wears 
the Higgins sunglass off the track. 
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Inches in it... 

Great photo by Martin Heath that sums up the 
action heartbeat of the opening round of the Mo- 
toGP series in Qatar. Only one more week until the 
championship reconvenes in Austin where Marc 
Marquez made history as a rookie one year ago. 

Flip through the pages to see some more from Mar¬ 
tin’s lens while he was in Losail 

Photo by www.martinheathphoto.com 
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50...and getting close... 

Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart appears on these 
front pages again after notching his third AMA-SX vie 
tory on the bounce in St Louis. The 28 year old is the 
only rider realistically applying heat to Ryan Villopoto 
with just four rounds of the SX series to go in 2014 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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Life’s a beach... 

MXGP World Champion joked that there must be some¬ 
thing in the sea air. Grands Prix in Thailand and Brazil 
saw the Sicilian hit the beach before the races and his 
form subsequently in rounds two and three of eighteen 
in the FIM series was nothing short of startling. Here 222 
whips past Gautier Paulin on the finish line jump at Beto 
Carrero to seize the lead in the second Brazilian moto. Cai- 
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GRAND PRIX OF BRAZIL 

BETO CARRERO ■ MARCH 30th • Rnd 3 of 18 

MXGP winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Arnaud Tonus, Kawasaki 





MXGP BRAZIL 


Arnaud Tonus gets to grip 
with Beto Carrero in practice 
24 hours later and the Swiss 
would make MXGP history... 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 
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R ecording the MXGP Podcast for OTOR in Brazil I 
put TV commentator Paul Malin on the spot for 
his pre-race predictions. Not only was it bloody hard 
to find a potential winner in MX2 with Jeffrey Herlings 
out of the picture - and MXGP was also still a bit of 
a mystery after two different winners in the first two 
events - but we also had to contend with the lottery 
of a weather forecast that was decidedly grim. In 
short, it was a ‘stick a pin in the entry list page’ sce¬ 
nario. 

On Sunday evening none of the drama that a flooded 
Beto Carrero would have brought actually material¬ 
ised. It rained sporadically from mid-Sunday after¬ 
noon and carved the red dirt into a deep rutty mess 
but the envisaged downpours of Biblical proportions 
thankfully did not arrive. MXGP World Champion Tony 
Cairoli merely continued his supremacy from Thai¬ 
land three weeks previously and his cushion of 30 
points in the championship chase is a familiar act of 
brilliance on one hand while also conveying a slightly 
depressing sense of inevitability on the other. The 
Sicilian has owned the premier class since the end 
of the last decade and although riders like Clement 
Desalle (Rockstar Suzuki), Gautier Paulin (Monster 
Energy Kawasaki) and Jeremy Van Horebeek (Yamaha 
Factory Racing) showed flashes of being able to 
match the Red Bull KTM icon they are still missing a 
level of performance in the early phases of this com¬ 
petition to suggest the status quo will remain undi¬ 
minished. 

Cairoli wore a grimace post-race as he tackled the 
overbearing but endearingly passionate attention of 
the Brazilian public - such a lively and traditional 
trait of a Grand Prix in this part of the world - due 
to a re-aggravation of his ankle problem but it barely 
seemed to slow the champion. It would be foolish 
to underestimate just how hard Cairoli works for his 
success but putting the Island-boy next to a beach for 
rounds two and three of this series meant the cham¬ 
pion unveiled his best sorcery. 

His starts were effective and his mistakes minimal. In 
contrast Desalle cut a frustrated figure - not for the 
first time - while Paulin missed the podium after a 
first race crash typified the kind of error that is simply 
unaffordable when your principal rival is in the ilk of 
222 . 
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MXGP BRAZIL 


Intense concentration or moment of pain? 
The only blot on Tony Cairoli’s weekend 
was another twinge in his weakened ankle 
Aside from this the Brazilian Grand Prix 
was exemplary for the Sicilian 
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Jordi Tixier (left) performance 
was not as prominent as his gar¬ 
ish riding gear. Glenn Coldenhoff 
makes the box for the second 
event in a row (top) and jokingly- 
has his auction skills clipped by 
the team post-race (left, middle) 












Van Horebeek was a vision of fast consistency all 
weekend but even admitted that he let his former 
team-mate through to the lead in the first moto as 
he is “still a bit nervous out front; I’m still not used 
to leading but I will be! When that happens I’m sure I 
can keep it.” 

Win number 65 for Cairoli and a second on the 
bounce, and with his home Grand Prix next on the 
slate the momentum is firmly on a roll. If 2014 is to 
carry any interesting punctuations in terms of the title 
chase then his peers will have to produce something 
special in two weeks at Arco di Trento to achieve a bit 
of disruption. 

Arnaud Tonus was only the fourth different winner 
of an MX2 Grand Prix since the end of 2012 and the 
main rider that emerged from the gaggle sniffing a 
maiden shot of overall success with Jeffrey Herlings 
absent. The world champion had confidently owned 
the first two rounds of 2014 but the recent fragility 
that has affected his career had struck again in the 
confines of the Dutch Championship the previous 
week. Suddenly on Friday gossip was passing around 
the paddock that Herlings had been to the doctor, the 
injury was not that bad and he was looking for a late 
flight to arrive at Beto Carrero. KTM swiftly nulled the 
Dutchman’s eagerness and desperation to compete. 
The ominous weather outlook was casting the Grand 
Prix as a lottery and Herlings potentially had a lot to 
lose aside from just a 23 point margin in the stand¬ 
ings. 

Enter Tonus. The Swiss was fast and strong in Qatar 
but lacked the starts and was then part of the ma¬ 
ligned group experiencing fuel-boiling problems in 
Thailand. This time the Swiss clicked each factor into 
place to go 1-2 in the motos and deliver some long 
overdue glory for Switzerland. Indeed, keep an eye on 
this country as the performances of Valentin Guillod 
and Jeremy Seewer to classify in the top ten of the 
category point to a bright future. Tonus meanwhile 
outshone aggressive team-mate Dylan Ferrandis, Glen 
Coldenhoff (although the Suzuki man did win the sec¬ 
ond moto for his first career chequered flag), Romain 
Febvre, Max Anstie (on the podium with the Yamaha 
for the second meeting in a row), Alex Tonkov and the 
luckless Jordi Tixier. 



He was understandably emotional after painful 
memories of a broken shoulder, wrist and leg that he 
endured through 2012 and 2013 which saw him spend 
more time on an operating table and in convalescence 
than in the Grand Prix pits. “I was nervous for the last 
fifteen minutes,” he admitted. ‘‘I saw the board saying 
I had fifteen left and it felt like it would never end. I 
wasn’t riding I was just counting time! I was fine when 
I saw the ‘two lap’ board.” 


“It seemed like there was always trouble with it and it 
took more than a year to heal,” Tonus (below) said on 
the leg. “It was a confusing time and even the doctors 
did not really know what was wrong. There was a time 
when I thought 'I’ve lost it’ [his career] so to win a GP 
is really special.” 

Not only a career landmark for the CLS Monster En¬ 
ergy Kawasaki racer but also Herlings’ red plate; the 
first time it has been dislodged from the KTM since 
the beginning of the 2012 season. 


And what of Brazil? Beto Carrero was again busy but 
the face of the event was without that gleaming Hon¬ 
da title sponsorship ‘rouge’ and there was a sense of 
dilution with a second MXGP happening in six months 
time further north in Goiania. Talk during the week¬ 
end indicated that 2014 would see the last visit to the 
impressive theme park complex as Goiania prepares 
to take centre stage. Even if the unpredictable weath¬ 
er has been a nuisance for the past three seasons in 
Santa Catarina the State of Goias has a lot to live up 
to. 




Palm trees and helicopters. There is a lot to 
admire and enjoy about the way the Brazilians 
host an FIM World Championship event. Beto 
Carrero was-and-is popular so there are high 
hopes for the next phase for the Grand Prix in 
Brazil when the show transfers north to Goi- 
ania in September and for the coming years 












MXGP BRAZIL 


Top ten presence from 2014 
MXGP rookie Jake NicholIs at 







Alex Tonkov grabs some air on the works Husqvarna 
as Cairoli feeds the fervour for riding kit and memo¬ 
rabilia in the pits. Jose Butron goes through some 
stretches. Despite good starts on the factory-engined 
KTM the Spaniard couldn’t get into contention for his 
first 2014 podium in Brazil. Thomas Covington (right) 
crashed in both motos...but is still keen on complet¬ 
ing the full MX2 GP season. Tim Gajser (bottom, 
right) took Slovenia’s best ever MX2 result with third 
place in the second moto on the factory Honda 
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Max Nagl’s CRF450R gets a 
clean. The German lamented his 
lethargy out of the gate on the 
way to fifth place overall 
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An early crash ended Gautier Paulin’s chanc¬ 
es of a podium finish in Brazil. The French¬ 
man made amends with a second moto 
holeshot but had no answer for Cairoli. Check 
out the depth of the job through those ruts 








Podium guys. Good but not quite good enough 
for Clement Desalle (above) and Max Anstie in 
MXGP and MX2 respectively. Both snared their 
second consecutive trophies however 



CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

Yamaha 

4 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Max Nagl, GER 

Honda 


MXGP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 3 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

142 

2 

Gautier Paulin 

112 

3 

Jeremy Van Horebeek 

112 

4 

Clement Desalle 

111 

5 

Max Nagl 

110 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

KTM 

2 

Glenn Coldenhoff, NED 

Suzuki 

3 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Yamaha 

4 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Tim Gasjer, SLO 

Honda 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 3 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Arnaud Tonus 

112 

2 

Glenn Coldenhoff 

110 

3 

Dylan Ferrandis 

107 

4 

Jeffrey Herlings 

97 

5 

Romain Febvre 

96 








































THE BIG LEAP... 

By Adam Wheeler 


A re jumps too big in Grand Prix motocross? 

Generally I’d say ‘no’. Riders enjoy a well- 
prepped and safe leap, while it is still the most 
valuable currency the sport retains in terms of 
enrapturing new fans, young fans and the un¬ 
initiated. However there were a few heads be¬ 
ing shaken in Thailand for round two of the FIM 
World Championship where the vast double in 
the centre of the track again split opinion on its 
suitability. This was one week after Max Anstie 
was quad-jumping a not dissimilar distance on a 
250 at Losail. The Si Racha layout had changed 
little but the 36 metre obstacle again proved 
polemic. 

‘Spectacular’ the jump most certainly is and 
to see the riders arching impossibly high and 
long is still a thrilling sight. It was CLS Monster 
Energy Kawasaki’s Tommy Searle’s bad luck 
to experience an engine ‘bog’ on the take-off 
on this particular section and, by all accounts, 
end up fortunate to walk away from a massive 
smash with just a broken wrist. So in search of 
some feelings about the size of these jumps we 
canvassed a few quotes. First-up we quizzed 
Anstie, already noted for his technical skill and 
supercross prowess. “I think big jumps like that 
are elevating the sport and that’s what’s needed. 
I spent my first two years racing in America and 
that’s what you learn: longer tracks and bigger 
jumps. If you are going to start pushing the level 
then you need those obstacles.” 

“In Qatar I set it up [the quad] and was looking 
for it,” he adds. “Luckily I’ve got a really good 


team-mate who was doing it no problem on the 
450. I thought to myself ‘I can get this’. They are 
all pretty safe anyway and that one in Thailand 
was totally calculated. If I’ve got the speed com¬ 
ing out of the corner and the run-up right then it 
is no problem at all. The hardest bit about Thai¬ 
land was getting the corner beforehand right 
and then pushing down and soaking it rather 
than freezing up in the air.” 

Anstie: “If you are going to 
start pushing the level then 
you need those obstacles...” 

Speaking to track builder/designer Justin Bar¬ 
clay the Si Racha skyscraper is not as long as 
the quad at Mallory Park built for the British 
GP at the end of the last decade and also close 
in length to the uphill quad at Matterley Basin; 
home to the current British stop on the calendar. 
For some riders it is not the size of the chal¬ 
lenge that awaits them but ultimately the role of 
the obstacle in the first place. “The jumps are 
great for the crowd but equally the crowd like 
good racing and the jumps do not create that,” 
says HM Plant KTM UK’s Shaun Simpson. “If 
you have a section double-double-double into a 
corner then a tabletop and into the next corner 
then it is just ‘follow the leader’ because every¬ 
body is doing it the same. Everybody is scrub¬ 
bing jumps now, so just to pass somebody on 
one is really hard work!” 



According to Italy’s first premier class MX1/ 
MXGP World Champion David Philippaerts - a 
rider who has broke both wrists twice in 2011 
and 2012 after accidents on jumps - the type 
of hurdle is important also. “We need those big 
jumps and it is cool to see riders whipping the 
bike and playing around but they don’t need to 
be doubles,” he opines. “If you come short it is 
risky and having tight corners afterwards makes 
it more difficult. Not every rider jumps and it 
doesn’t look great for the fans to see that.” 

Simpson reveals a little bit more into a rider’s 
mindset when facing a hefty aerial ‘journey’. “I’d 
be wrong if I said that I wasn’t coming up to it 
thinking ‘what if my chain breaks?’ or something 
else. If somebody has had some mechanical is¬ 
sues previously then it can totally set your mind 
racing. You think ‘I have to do this because it is 
worth a second...but I’m putting my balls and 
career on the line’. I don’t like that feeling. Keep 
it safe. Motocross is about racing...I reckon we 
have too many jumps on tracks these days.” 

Anstie, almost twenty-one, is part of the latest 
wave that handle sub-lOOkg motorcycles at im¬ 
mense speed and bend bars like they are steer¬ 
ing a flighty two-stroke. “People are pushing and 
that is what this sport and GP racing is about. It 
shouldn’t just be a ‘following game’ where eve¬ 
rybody does the same thing because it doesn’t 
show a rider’s potential; you could just have a 
fast bike and cruise about.” 


“My jumps are all calculated,” he adds. “I don’t 
just have big-balls and hit stuff. That’s why I am 
so precise. It is not just about big jumps. Make 
them a bit more technical and you’ll get better 
racing. It wasn’t necessarily faster to do them 
[in Qatar and Thailand], as was proved, but it 
was a different line that people could take.” 

Simpson: “You think ‘I have to 
do this; it’s worth a second a 
lap...but I’m putting my balls 
and career on the line’.” 

One common denominator with the riders we 
spoke to was the conviction that the jumps 
in Grand Prix are not a cause for worry. “The 
jumps are quite safe and generally the take-offs 
are well prepared and groomed,” offers Simp¬ 
son. “We are at a level now where jumps are not 
really an issue for us apart from the odd few. It 
makes for a spectacle but you can’t really race 
on them.” 

“It is really safe in GPs,” concurs Anstie “watch 
Supercross; that is more dangerous.” 

If fans and observers of MXGP still get-off on the 
aerobatic antics and audacity of the racers then 
the last word goes to Anstie who believes it is 
part of the fabric of modern Grand Prix: “This is 
what we sign up for - what we live for - to push 
the limits of the bikes, the machinery, the tracks 
and the riders. That is a great thing about it.” 
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THE MAN IN RED: OTOR GRABS A RARE FIVE MINUTES WITH THE 
POWER PUSHER BEHIND THE MIGHTY HONDA RACING CORPORATION 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer, Honda Pro Images 


S huhei Nakamoto, Vice President of Honda 
Racing Co-corporation, has been ‘red’ for 
over thirty years. The straight-talking former 
project leader dabbled in Honda’s 125 and 250 
Grand Prix machinery before a stint in FI and 
then finally taking the reigns of the factory 
MotoGP team which he steered back to the top 
with the evolution of the RCV works race bike 
and thanks to the likes of a certain Australian 
‘27’ coming onboard. Nakamoto-san, who is 
normally very visible at MotoGP rounds and 
with a stern face keeping an eye on the ac¬ 
tion from pitlane, was a visitor to the MXGP 
of Thailand where he was overseeing the 
refreshed HRC impetus behind Honda World 
Motocross. Although he was a reluctant inter¬ 
viewee we still managed to grab five minutes 
with one of the most influential men in the up¬ 
per spheres of motorcycle competition.... 

When was your first motocross Grand Prix? 

[points at the ground] 

This one? 

It’s just a joke! I think my first Grand Prix was 
in 1982...or maybe 83. I came with my wife! 

Now that Honda have pushed all disciplines 
together what does that mean for you? 

HRC used to look after all categories like GP, 
500, 250, 125 and motocross in 500, 250 and 
also the Trial. In the last years we have con¬ 
centrated on MotoGP only. I was not happy 
because HRC is HRC and I said to my boss 
that we needed to look after more bike sport. I 
was negotiating for this for more than one year. 

Your argument must have been based on 
making Honda proficient across the board... 

Yes. We had the input in Trial already and then 
Dakar was new and motocross came along 
again. I was impressed when I saw this [the 
FIM MX World Championship], There are many 
companies involved and they are doing differ¬ 
ent things. It was interesting for me. It was also 
something different compared to the MotoGP 
and Trial. 


Are you impressed with the prototype technol¬ 
ogy evident in motocross? 

What can you say? Machines are different from 
every company... 

Still it must be good that HRC is coming back 
in a way that is exclusive and high-level... 

Everything goes step-by-step but I think we 
need a few years more to really make this hap¬ 
pen. 

What do you like about MotoGP and what 
about motocross? 

MotoGP is not so interesting! I do it because 
this is my job. 

Really?! So what is your ‘passion’ when it 
comes to racing then? 

My passion is to win, and it doesn’t matter to 
me whether it is MotoGP, Trial or motocross. In 
MotoGP the machine and the team is getting 
stronger than before but still we have issues 
for the programme and in some areas the 
Yamahas are better than us and in others the 
Honda machines are better than the Yamahas. 
All the lap-times are similar...my passion and 
intention is to win all eighteen rounds but it is 
almost impossible! We will try! For motocross 
we won the first moto in Qatar but were not in 
the top three in the second race so I was not 
so happy but I understand because our ma¬ 
chine is not yet right at the top and sometimes 
the rider was also not in a position to win. As 
HRC we not only have to improve the hardware 
but also the overall package. In the future we 
want to come back and be like we were in the 
1980s. This is my intention. 
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FIM Technical Rules Motocross 2013 
‘01.18 TELEMETRY 

Information must not be transmitted in any way to or from a 
moving motorcycle. An official signalling device may be re¬ 
quired on the machine. Automatic lap timing devices are not 
considered as “telemetry". Automatic lap timing devices must 
not disrupt any official time keeping methods and equipment. ’ 


ik 1 Af e do not want the million dollar bike. 

Y Y This sport is about the man before 
the machine. This is the way it was and how 
it should be”. These words have been an oft- 
repeated mantra for the FIM and CMS Presi¬ 
dent Wolfgang Srb for almost ten years and 
rightfully so. However, the FIM Motocross 
World Championship is home to dirtbike pro¬ 
totypes. Grands Prix is where the factories test 
their hardware, and for some companies it is 
solid vindication of the expenditure to race 
and compete in what is essentially still a niche 
sport and minor automotive market. 

Progressions in electronics with the entrance 
of fuel injection (take a bow Suzuki) in the mid 
noughties and now GET’s Power Assistance 
over the past four seasons mean that laptops 
and a different kind of technician have become 
a common sight in GP paddocks. Telemetry 
is banned in MXGP with a view towards cost 
containment and defence of the spirit of the 
sport, as previously alluded to by the FIM del¬ 
egate. But would relaxing the rules in regards 
to the development of this particular strand 
of technology really be that expensive? And 
would it really make a big difference in terms 
of a motorcycle’s performance on the track? 
Using transmitters to make a rider and his bike 
even more connected to the race environment 
would also allow some interesting dimensions 
for things such as timing, live information and 
even TV graphics (think throttle use and lean 
angles). 

In a quest to get some of these questions an¬ 
swered and to toe-dip into this shallow pool of 
engineering skill we rounded up some opinions 
from people at the heart of motocross elec¬ 
tronics. Here is what they had to say... 
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THE BENEFITS AND THE BOUNDARIES 


Hans-Martin Fetzer, CTO Youthstream Sport 
Office: At the moment no technical data can 
be transmitted, so engine, throttle control 
whatever. The biggest reason is to keep a 
balance with the finances. A bigger team can 
invest but smaller ones would not have that 
possibility. Right now everybody is the same; 
everyone can record data from the bike and 
they can use it afterwards to evaluate and 
analyse but cannot change during a race. The 
rules state that it is not forbidden to indicate 
the position of the bike or information from the 
rider and we could start doing this already. 

Dirk Gruebel, Technical Co-ordinator, Red Bull 
KTM: For sure with this technology you can get 
the bike more to the limit. You are restricted 
at the moment because you don’t know how 
to push the bike totally on the track. You can 
change it afterwards but if you could do it for 
the following lap.... On the other hand if they 
opened the door completely - like it was in the 
beginning for road racing - and everybody had 


a different system then first of all it would get 
quite expensive and secondly it would allow 
people to bend the rules. In MotoGP or Su¬ 
perbike, as far as I know, there are only two 
systems allowed and this makes restrictions. 
With us, and for our sport, the track changes, 
whereas in road racing the corner stays the 
same more or less, maybe the track tempera¬ 
ture alters, but there are many more influences 
here. 

Marcus Freitas, Chief Technician, Honda World 
Motocross: Now it is really important to have 
that data acquisition on the bike because it 
can show you many things that you can im¬ 
prove throughout the weekend. Basically you 
can get more information with more sensors, 
which we might do for testing but for a GP you 
go for more basic set-up like the engine perfor¬ 
mance, temperature, water, traction. 

Gruebel: You can help the rider for sure with 
things like his braking points, how far he is 







jumping and adjusting that a little bit so the 
landing becomes smoother. We do it now with 
spotting on the track but it would be much 
more accurate by looking at the data...but then 
the track changes and holes pop up or what¬ 
ever. 

Roy Matheson, Data Technician, Rockstar 
Energy Suzuki World MXGP: There is not a big 

benefit for motocross because the number one 
factor on the track is the rider. We’d only be 
able to make small changes and I don’t think 
it would affect the result too much. The way it 
would make life easier is to change settings on 
the track while they are riding. 

Alexandre Merhand, Data Technician, Yamaha 
Factory Racing: It would depend on the rider. 
Some feel more on the bike compared to oth¬ 
ers and this is where data helps. It is not sub¬ 
jective. It is objective. Data is data. The sensor 
gives the real value. For me it makes set-up 
work easier with this. 


Gruebel: Then again every rider has a different 
style as well as different weight and shapes. 
One line that works for Tony might not for Jef¬ 
frey, Ken or Jordi. 

Merhand: For me electronics is very important. 

I can do everything on the screen. In road rac¬ 
ing it is now crucial and I think it will be the 
same in motocross. 

Gruebel: If you have a big jump and you are 
almost bottoming-out each time if you could 
change the setting through a sensor and an¬ 
tenna - so telemetry - on the suspension then 
you would not lose so much time. The rider 
would not need to come in and complain and 
you throw a few clicks. It depends on the rider; 
if you have one that gives good feedback then 
you can come close to the edge. If not then 
you can play it from the computer but then you 
are walking in the dark a little bit. 










THE TOOLS & THE TRADE AND THE TV 


Matheson: We can record as much as we want. 
We are talking something between 20-30 
channels with the possibility to go up to 150 
channels with just a few steps. If you transmit 
one channel back to the pits or 150 then there 
is no difference. 150 will probably never hap¬ 
pen on a motocross bike but you could use 50. 
Heart rate from the rider would be a good one 
but of course our data-logging companies have 
not developed this. It is something that I have 
been pushing for a little while but it hasn’t 
happened yet. I also always ask for smaller, 
lighter systems. 

Merhand: There are the standard sensors like 
water temperature, RPM, GPS, throttle posi¬ 
tion. These are standard on the bikes and we 


also monitor the mix between the gasoline and 
air. It depends on the conditions but some¬ 
times more. We do more analysis on Saturday 
compared to Sunday because the schedule is 
tighter and we cannot afford a mistake during 
race day. 

Freitas: We have around five sensors on the 
bike at a GP and from that capture of informa¬ 
tion we can make the map to help the riders. 
Sometimes they struggle a little bit to get in 
a good direction but if you have experience in 
analysing and using the data mixed with the 
rider’s words then you can put it altogether. 

Matheson: GET have had a few evolutions in 
the data logging field but what they mostly 


TELEMETRY IN MXGP 



concentrate on is the engine management 
side. We help them as much as we can with 
the development of this equipment. 

Merhand: All the material is from GET. I liaise 
with them when I have a problem but the in¬ 
ternal information is ours. GET have input but 
they are also servicing other teams. I provide 
my data to YRRD [Yamaha Rinaldi Research 
and Development] and we have post-race 
meetings and share observations of what we 
have seen and learnt. 

Freitas: We use the HGA data logger on the 
factory Honda. Oh man, it has developed so 
much. We used to run a prototype system 
on the 250 a few years ago and I reckon the 
technology and hardware has moved on five 
or six steps since then. During the season 
you can have something new every month; it 
never ends but you don’t make huge changes. 
Basically now the bikes all have similar per¬ 
formance - and the riders are also quite close 

- the lap-times are very close. If the series was 
technically ‘open’ then there would be bigger 
differences. Honda might have more to invest 
and KTM also. The money would go in that di¬ 
rection. It would be costly because you’d need 
a new set-up every race. 

Gruebel: Taking out the rules would mean an 
increase in hardware and software. The bike 
would be equipped with more sensors. They 
are very sensitive with the dirt and the wa¬ 
ter - and we are washing these things a lot! 

- I would say we’d go through a lot of equip¬ 
ment because you cannot protect it or make 
it bulletproof or waterproof. Wheel sensors, 
travel sensors for suspension...we get perhaps 
three times more travel than road race. New 
hardware that is fairly simple could be turned 
around in six weeks, like measuring the travel 


and the wheel-speed but new equipment to 
make adjustments from the outside would take 
much longer. You need to find the place on the 
bike for a server to change the suspension. 

To do it now? I would expect some trouble so 
they’d need time to develop it. 

Fetzer: When you can transmit the position of 
the bike on the track then you can think about 
other information and another step. It depends 
on the technology. In Formula One they do a 
lot with timing loops and they have venues 
where they have loops every two hundred 
metres; we are unable to do that on non-per- 
manent race tracks. You need another team to 
install the loops and then maintain them. So 
we cannot use all the technologies that you 
see in other motorsports. We are happy when 
we have one of 300m or for the holeshot but 
overall it is a different kind of story when it 
comes to hardware. 

Didier Henriod, Director, Youthstream: Broad¬ 
casters don’t like SD transmissions anymore. 
Even for things like onboard footage and the 
problem at the moment is that transmitters are 
still quite big. We need to work and improve 
that and we will find the technology that we 
can at the right price on the market to do the 
job. It is always a balance. 

Fetzer: Even when you use wireless it is dif¬ 
ficult out here; you don’t have any fixed poles 
where you can put it. It can be a bit unsta¬ 
ble and when it is like that then it does not 
make any sense to use it. It is always hard to 
compare permanent tracks or something like 
supercross and a stadium with tracks like we 
have. We build up a ‘village’ in four or five 
days. In Bulgaria they installed a line from Sev- 
lievo to the track but every year it is dug up by 
somebody who is just moving the ground. 



Feature 











AVAV 


TELEMETRY IN MXGP 


PRACTICAL TOOLS 

Matheson: Most of our testing is done away 
from the GP track, either at the beginning 
of the year or during the week and then you 
have enough time to download the data and 
analyse. I don’t think there would be a huge 
advantage to telemetry at the races. The only 
thing would be giving out live data to the 
public and that would use something like five 
channels. 

Gruebel: Red Bull requested to put a sensor 
on the bike that shows where you are with the 
GPS and then the other thing was the distance 
and height of the jumps and the angle he 
[Tony Cairoli] leans and they wanted to lay it 
on the live picture. After talks with the FIM it 
was decided that it was ‘live transmission’ and 
you could also transfer something else. Clau¬ 
dio [De Carli] tested it with the MXGP bikes 
and also used it in the Italian Championship; 
it has worked well so far but we haven’t gone 
too deeply into it yet. If it is not allowed by the 
FIM then it is a bit of a waste of time to spend 
hours and hours on the dyno to see if it is 
100% bulletproof. 

Matheson: You could do it like other motor- 
sports and bring that data to TV; instant lap- 
times, RPM, gear position, throttle position, 
braking and stuff like this. You’d be surprised 


what you’d see on a throttle chart. It depends 
when you open the throttle not how much. In 
practice the systems are there is it just a mat¬ 
ter of being able to use it and electronics are 
getting smaller and lighter all the time. 

Henriod: This data belongs to Youthstream and 
we are happy to have this discussion with the 
teams to improve the show, for sure. If there 
is existing data then we’ll be happy to use it. 
What we need to clarify is the transmission 
scope because we are using many frequencies 
and we need to clean that otherwise noth¬ 
ing will work. Even the onboards are suffering 
because of this. We want more onboard infor¬ 
mation - and I mean data not just video - for 
the show, not for technical reasons, so we can 
spread over the web, provide to broadcasters 
and use for things like the press or social me¬ 
dia. Today the target is to develop the second 
screen and have an application for this on 
the video. It is a question of cost as well, we 
have to be clever and balance it out because 
we don’t have the same budget as MotoGP or 
FI. So we have to be more creative with more 
technology. Overseas it is a bit more difficult 
with the material but we are trying to improve, 
to make things more spectacular and give dif¬ 
ferent angles. It might take a bit of time but it 
is one of our targets. 



WILL TELEMETRY BE SEEN ONE DAY IN MXGP? 


Matheson: At the moment ‘no’ due to the cost, 
the development needed and the extra parts 
on the bike. It would not be as expensive as 
people think but you’d need one for each bike, 
spares and the continual maintenance. 

Gruebel: It would increase the costs a lot in my 
opinion. You need extra equipment and mate¬ 
rial and this stuff is fragile and not cheap! In 
one season we’d go through a lot of sensors. It 
would be pricey and we’d need a bigger budget 
as well as more manpower. 

Merhand: I don’t think there will be a big 
change. It is difficult to put more sensors 
because you are just adding weight and mass 
to the bike. It is not the rules that limit my 
job now but more the nature of the sport and 
maybe the technology on offer. 

Freitas: I’d like options for telemetry. When 
you get to that high level you just want more 
and more and more and, personally, it would 
be great to have extra choices on the bike. I’ve 
been working with the Japanese on this for 
around three years now and each time we have 
made an improvement. 

Merhand: It will increase. Look at Honda and 
how many staff they have. It is one way to win. 
When you have the best and easiest bike then 
it can only help. 

Matheson: I can’t see the factories investing 
too much into it. The factors against are the 
costs involved and then the extra weight the 
bikes would carry due to the hardware and for 
minimum gain. What we have at the moment 
is a datalogger which is a small 200g box 
that is fed by two wires from the ECU plus the 


power the bike has used. If you go to telemetry 
then you need proper transmitters and every¬ 
thing that will need more power supply and 
antennas. 

Freitas: You would be able to show everything 
that you have in your pocket. It would be a 
good experience and opportunity. I think we 
could increase performance and optimise en¬ 
gine potential. It would make a difference. 

Merhand: Also I don’t think the riders are 
totally ready to work with full data acquisition. 
It is still a bit difficult for them. Before it was 
only their feeling and input for the bike...but 
now I can check if what they are saying is ac¬ 
curate or not. 

Shinichiro Yokoyama, General Manager Prod¬ 
uct Advancement and Racing, Kawasaki Mo¬ 
tor Company: I would expect more advanced 
electronics [in the future]. Most motorcycles 
now have fuel injection and we can see devel¬ 
opment filtering through from car industries. I 
can’t say right now what exactly it is but if you 
can see what is going on with cars then dupli¬ 
cations of this will come into motorcycling and 
even motocross. There is a limit of horsepower 
that can be managed by a human. So the next 
step is suspension and chassis set-up being 
more important in order to manage engine 
performance. An engine can have a lot of pow¬ 
er but if the tyre doesn’t hook up to the ground 
then it wont go. Probably an active suspension 
unit will be delivered in the future. 

Henriod: It is about the right balance. We need 
to bring technology to motocross but also keep 
true to some of the spirit of the sport. 
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A LOOK BACK AT THE SUCCESS IN QATAR FOR MARC MARQUEZ, TITO RABAT AND JACK MILLER 
AND ALSO FOR MOTOGP AS THE OPENING ROUND FULFILLED PLENTY OF EXPECTATIONS... 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Martin Heath 



MotoGP QATAR 


Marc Marquez phones through anoth¬ 
er thrilling MotoGP win; his seventh in 
MotoGP and thirty-two in total. He is 
still just twenty-one years old 







Rossi skips through the corner apron in the colours of the Qatari 
national flag. Now 35 the Italian is still not slowing and came close 
to his fourth victory at Losail. Incidentally ‘46’ last led the world 
championship after winning under the lights in 2010 
















Despite a late charge from the 
2104 spec Hondas, Jack Miller 
became the latest Australian to 
stand atop a Grand Prix podium 
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The Marquez grin was again locked into 
place. Scott Redding looked concerned but 
also determined and the Brit could not have 
wished for a more solid MotoGP debut...only 
an hour after his previous Marc VDS team 
were again celebrating in Moto2 

























PLAY 








For publicity opportunities contact us at 
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DIESIE 

By Gavin Emmett 


STORM 


T he brouhaha that had mired the MotoGP 
pre-season in confusion and controversy 
was but a passing memory as normal service 
was resumed at the front of the field in the de¬ 
sert night of Qatar. Three ‘Factory’ riders stood 
proudly on the podium, including a suitably 
beaming Marc Marquez who had overcome a 
spirited performance from a rejuvenated Valen¬ 
tino Rossi. 

In race trim the ‘Open’ bikes were best repre¬ 
sented by fourth-placed Aleix Espargaro, and 
whilst fourth was better than the Spaniard had 
ever achieved as a CRT rider, it must be remem¬ 
bered that Lorenzo, Bradl, Bautista and Smith 
had all crashed out from in front of him. 

Personally I think it’s fair to say that the new 
rules did their job, depending on your view of 
what their aim is. For me it’s about providing a 
chance to compete regardless of budget, and 
they definitely provided some Open machines 
with a platform to perform well in qualifying, 
although Espargaro’s double crash meant he 
never scaled the giddy heights of the front row 
as he should have. 

More pertinent amongst all the rules she¬ 
nanigans was the announcement that the sport 
would go to a standard ECU hardware-software 
package from 2016. Talking to sources at Honda, 
despite all their bullish talk about withdrawing if 
said rules were to go ahead, it seems that - for 
now - they are happy to collaborate with the oth¬ 
er manufacturers on a standard race software. 
The idea is that all inputs and improvements are 
centralised and everyone benefits from techno¬ 
logical advances, but I have to question if it can 
really be as easy as that? 

I’d love to think that it will be an easy path to 
controlled electronics, where RPM-limits equal¬ 


IN A TEA-CUP? 


ise performance and challenging-yet-safe trac¬ 
tion control parameters are set. A path paved 
with races that see Open bikes strong at certain 
circuits and during qualifying, forcing the factory 
machines to battle and barge their way through 
to the front. But I just don’t buy it yet. It seems 
far too logical and straight-forward for the 
power-brokers in MotoGP, but I sincerely hope 
I am proved wrong. Qatar hopefully was just a 
taste of things to come. 

In that vein, I hope that people in the UK who 
tuned into the week of motorcycle action on my 
new ‘home’ of BT Sport were suitably pleased 
with the coverage we were able to provide 
through the channel’s first forays into motor¬ 
cycle racing. From the preview show on the 
Tuesday before Qatar, through to the glorious 
Mike Hailwood documentary on the Wednesday 
following the race, including over 20 hours of 
live race action and the thoroughly entertaining 
MotoGP Tonight programme on Tuesday even¬ 
ing, even the hardest-nosed bike fan must have 
annoyed someone by their hogging of the re¬ 
mote control. 

My recorder got so full I actually never got to 
see the race when I returned from Qatar, but im¬ 
portantly nobody in the team believes that what 
was offered from the Middle-East is the final 
word on MotoGP coverage just yet. It was defi¬ 
nitely a case of finding our feet amid some seri¬ 
ous technical gremlins (caused by the selling-off 
of 4G frequencies in Qatar and nothing to do 
with BT I might add), but it was a solid enough 
start. Along with the quantity of live program¬ 
ming we hope to add even more quality as we 
get to Austin, with some familiar names joining 
in the coverage, and if the races can provide as 
much action across all three classes as they did 
in Doha, then we’ve definitely got a platform to 
build on. 
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450SX winner: James Stewart, Suzuki 

250SX East Coast winner: Martin Dava/os, Kawasaki 
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The rounds are winding down here in America for this 
2014 Monster Energy Supercross championship and 
depending on who you are supporting for this title, 
the St Louis Supercross was either a statement or 
some smart riding. 

Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart rode a great race 
to win his third main event in a row and fifth for the 
year which is the most in the series. He caught and 
passed Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto on 
lap ten of the main event and rode away. Stewart’s 
speed in the whoops and the left hand turn after that 
section was noticeably better than the points leader. 

It was a bold win for Stewart and his fans. But if 
you’re Villopoto or one of his followers, you’re realiz¬ 
ing that the points lead is still pretty secure with only 
four rounds remaining. Ryan told me after the main 
event...this was one of those nights where he did 
what he had to do. 

“I would have loved to win but the bottom line is in 
the beginning of the season we put the work in and 
put ourselves in this position, being four rounds to 
go, with a good points lead. So I don’t have to go out 
there on nights like this and push that envelope.” 
“We’ll see” said Stewart about his title chances “All I 
can do is try to keep winning races and riding the way 
we are, so either way I think it’s something to be wor¬ 
ried about.” 

Villopoto: “I got to think of the big picture. That being 
said, I can’t take anything away from James because 
he rode really well.” 

The gap stands at 36 points between Villopoto and 
Stewart (second is Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey who 
is one point up on Stewart) and there’s a distinct 
possibility that these two riders go 1-2 or 2-1 the rest 
of the way. They’re both raising their game out there 
and pulled away from Honda Muscle Milk’s Justin 
Barcia (who seems to have snapped out of his funk 
with his second podium in a row) and the rest of the 
450SX class pretty quickly. 

Stewart’s fans are shouting from the rooftops that 
they’re faster than Villopoto and without his bad luck, 
Stewart would be winning this championship. Also, in 
case you didn’t know, Stewart is back to his old level. 
We’ve never seen a rider win a supercross title more 
than three years after his last but perhaps Stewart, 


A decisive moment that gives 
Villopoto food for thought... 
while Dungey covers up 


















Davalos takes on the mantle of Pro Circuit’ 
chief hope for East Coast glory. Ken Rocze 
meanwhile contends with Mike Alessi and 
trying to find the podium again as his first 
full 450SX season draws to a close 
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whose last crown was in 2009, is looking to 
smash that record. 

Clearly for Villopoto there is limited worth in 
engaging Stewart when you have over a one- 
race lead in the points table. They count cham¬ 
pionships and not race wins when it comes to 
the legends. And it does seem that Stewart has 
put himself too far back with too few races left. 
Villopoto’s being smart and he should, barring 
disaster, wrap up his fourth straight AMA Su¬ 
percross title perhaps in the new venue of New 
York City which is the penultimate round. 

None of these top racers like being caught 
and passed for the win at a race but they tell 
themselves what they need to in order to make 
it work. I’ve been there and I understand this, 
Villopoto and his team need to focus on the 
end game of finishing the job in 2014 and 
making history. Individual race wins and bench 
race arguments be dammed at this point. What 
the record book says is what matters. 


Bogle came into St Louis with the momentum 
via his 2-1 finishes in the last two races and 
truthfully when Davalos got the holeshot and 
led the opening laps, most thought that Martin 
would end up making a typical “Davalos” error. 
Martin’s speed and skill are never to be ques¬ 
tioned but his penchant for crashing has bitten 
him time and time again in his nine years in 
the class. This year though, Davalos seems to 
be a bit better. The key phrase there is ‘a bit’ 
because we’ve still seen some big crashes and 
tip-overs from Martin this season. 

But to his enormous credit, Davalos led all 
15 laps of the main with Bogle right on him 
putting heat the whole way. Bogle might 
have been a tad quicker (he did catch Dava¬ 
los twice) but he made a big mistake on the 
whoops-to-dragon back-to-jump-off and he 
didn’t get the start he needed. Davalos on the 
other hand, was pretty much perfect. And with 
two rounds left, Martin’s lead is now eight on 
Bogle. 



With the injury and subsequent surgery by 
Monster Pro Circuit’s Adam Cianciarulo, the 
250SX Eastern series was blown wide open. 
Cianciarulo’s team-mate Martin Davalos and 
the surging GEICO Honda rider Justin Bogle 
are now in contention for the number one plate 
and both riders won their first career race this 
year. 


This series is far from over and you know 
what? The 450SX one might not be either... 
stay tuned. 
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A decent night for Honda as Justin 
Bogle keeps pace in 250SX and 
Trey Canard makes a welcome 
return on the factory CRF450R 






A second podium in a row for Barcia at 
what was the 19th SX event in St Louis. 
Dungey suffered a crash and never looked 
like adding to his trophy haul of 55 
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AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 









































A close call for Wil Hahn (left) and it 
wfculd not be the first. Check out the 


AMA-8X ST LOUIS 


video for the 2013 champs harsh crash 
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BY THE NUMBERS... 


By Steve Matthes 

H ey, who knows...maybe this 2014 Monster En¬ 
ergy Supercross title will go down to the wire. 
Trailing by over 50 points just a few weeks ago, 
Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart has racked up 
three wins in a row for the first time in four years 
and now trails by 36 with four rounds left. Stewart's 
triumph in St Louis this past weekend was maybe 
his best as he caught and passed points leader 
Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto and took 
off for a dominant win. 

After watching some footage of the main event, 
Stewart came out to meet his die-hard fans and 
talk about his ride and title hopes. 

What a ride, man. Win number 50. Maybe the best 
win of the year for you? 

Yeah, as far as me and Ryan going at it, well, San 
Diego just seems like forever ago. Last weekend 
was obviously special breaking a record but tonight 
I had to run him down. The track was pretty basic. 
Everybody was doing the same things, but I was 
able to find something somewhere. My corners 
[speed] got really good in the main event and all of 
a sudden I got pretty good through the whoops. In 
the heat race I was behind him. I caught up to him 


a little bit and I was just kind of looking at his lines 
in the heat race. 

I have a theory you played possum on that a little 
bit... 

I wouldn’t say I played possum. I felt like I had 
more speed but I didn't think with the track being 
so one-lined I didn’t want to give away my passing 
spots in the heat race. But it was good. Not pos¬ 
sum, but I didn't show everything. 

Whoop speed was good tonight. I thought a lot 
better than RV. You were catching that thing. That 
dragon back; everyone talked to me tonight about 
it and said how tricky it was... 

It was definitely tricky. You had to get in the whoops 
and make sure you hit every one otherwise you’ll 
skip over the top. I had it in the main event. I was 
going inside all day until we figured out the bike 
and it was smoother over there. In the main event 
RV started going inside and so I had to switch it 
up and try to go somewhere else, but we definitely 
dialed it in. The only time I did go to the outside all 
day was in the main event and I think it was be¬ 
cause of a lapper and it was the best pass I made. 
But I didn't trust it so I went back to the inside. 




A little bit of a bike problem in practice for you. 
Kudos for your team for figuring it out and get¬ 
ting you back out there. You said at opening 
ceremonies, I guess we’ll find out in about a half 
hour. 

Yeah, for sure. We had some issues and stuff. I 
think the hard part is when those guys jet it here 
and then you go into the dome, it's such a tem¬ 
perature change, even from here to the tunnel to 
the track. I think that’s what called us out. But 
they got it fixed, otherwise we would have been 
stalling it all night. 

People were saying that James Stewart’s going 
to go quad over that table and 3-3 after the fin¬ 
ish line. Justin Brayton did it but I was surprised 
we didn’t see that from you. 

I did it, I just never did it in the heat race. I did it 
and instantly pulled off in the practice. It was like 
two tenths faster to do that but it was eight tenths 
slower if you didn’t make it. 

I guess if there’s anything to worry about then 
it’s your starts... 

When I picked that gate I just didn’t have the best. 
And then the heat race... last weekend in the 


main event I hit a rock. This weekend in the heat 
race I hit another rock and then I didn’t have the 
best pick. I need to worry about them but at the 
same time I feel like I can pull it out if I need to. 

More gate selection and rut selection than tech¬ 
nique? 

Considering that I hadn’t done those starts in a 
long time, they’re all right. 

Great job, 50 wins, 5 wins on the year. You never 
know, maybe this thing will go down to the wire. 

We’ll see. All I can do is try to keep winning races 
and riding the way we are, so either way I think 
it’s something to be worried about. 
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STEVIE MATTHES AND JAMES LISSIMORE PAID A VISIT TO SOME OF THE RIDING 
COMPOUNDS IN FLORIDA TO SEE HOW AND WHY MX CENTRAL IS TURNING EAST 


By Steve Matthes, photos by James Lissimore 







FLORIDA PLAYGROUNDS 











W e’ve come a long way from riders show¬ 
ing up at local tracks to practice. Sure 
that still goes on but more and more these 
days the top racers in the sport are moving to 
Florida and setting up riding compounds with 
a spread of facilities that would make any of us 
pretty jealous. 

There are a few reasons why the powerbase 
of the sport has arguably shifted from South¬ 
ern California to Florida. The first is that land 
is more plentiful and cheaper in the sunshine 
state. Secondly, the majority of the motocross 
nationals are on the east coast and it’s much 
more humid there. Therefore the similar-if-not- 
hotter temperatures of Florida are ideal. Not 
too mention the shorter travel to the races. 

And thirdly, there’s no state tax in Florida. If 
you can prove that you’ve been there for six 
months or more, then that’s 30% or more of 
your income that you can keep for yourself. 
When you’re talking 4-5 million dollars (ap¬ 
proximately what someone like Ryan Villopoto 
makes a year) then that’s a nice chunk of 
change. 
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Clermont Florida is where Villopoto’s place 
is and it used to be Josh Grant’s abode years 
ago. Then after Grant Langston was done 
leasing it from Josh, Villopoto waded in with 
his chequebook and purchased the 49 acres 
with two supercross tracks and an almost-two 
minute lap time motocross track. He’s got a 
water truck, a giant building with a nice one 
bedroom apartment attached to it, enough 
room to park a full size motorhome in there as 
well as some earth-moving equipment. There’s 
not a hill in sight but it is surrounded by trees 
to help with the noise containment. 
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Chad Reed’s Dade City property is bigger, just 
a tad over 80 acres, and although he’s had 
some trouble with neighbours the past few 
years which has prevented him from driving 
on his paved one mile long go-kart track, he’s 
still got a place to be envied. Two supercross 
tracks, an outdoor layout with jumps that seem 
to be straight out of a video game, Reed’s got 
three buildings (one with a gym, lounge, wash¬ 
er/dryer, one is an apartment for his practice 
bike mechanic and one is for his RV/go-karts) 
on his property. Again, dozers, water trucks, 
mowers, side-by-sides....whatever one could 
think about is on this property. 











This is the way to do it for these riders, they’re 
investing in themselves and it’s paying off. The 
benefits of being able to have your tracks, your 
bikes, a practice bike ‘guy’ who lives on the 
property all are huge. These riders can practice 
in peace and work on their craft. 

Justin Barcia, Ryan Dungey, Mike Alessi, 

(Kenny Roczen and Adam Cianciarulo work out 
of Villopoto’s) along with RV and Reed have 
all relocated to Florida and of course, James 
Stewart is born and raised there and has a 
similar compound. 

It’s good to be good enough to have these 
places. One can dream right? 



Brail 
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RIDING THE NEW MONSTER 1200... 

By Roland Brown, Photos by Milagro 
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T he introduction of a new generation Monster 
is a big event for Ducati. The streetwise V- 
twin has been arguably the Bologna firm’s most 
important model since the original M900 Monster 
was launched in 1993. Since then its growing fam¬ 
ily of different-sized Monsters has sold a total of 
more than 275,000 bikes. 

The Monster has changed considerably in that 
time, not least in the way the M900’s air-cooled 
engine was replaced by a more powerful liquid- 
cooled unit with the Monster S4 in 2001, before 
Ducati returned to air-cooling five years ago with 
the Monster 1100. 

Now the Monster 1200 sees a switchback to a 
liquid-cooled, eight-valve V-twin. But Ducati have 
resisted the temptation to pitch this Monster into 
a performance battle with the latest liquid-cooled 
“super-naked” bikes led by Aprilia’s Tuono V4R, 
BMW’s S1000R and KTM’s 1290 Super Duke R. 
The focus has been on versatility and comfort 
rather than power. 

The new bike comes in two models: the Monster 
1200 and 1200S. Both are powered by a version 
of Ducati’s Testastretta 11 degree V-twin, as used 
in the Diavel and Multistrada. In those bikes it 
produces well over 150bhp, but for the Monster 
it’s detuned for torque at low and medium revs. 
The standard 1200 makes 135bhp, a gain of 
35bhp over the old aircooled Monster 1100 EVO. 
With different fuel-injection mapping the Monster 
1200S produces 145bhp. 

There are plenty of other changes, including 
styling that’s subtly reshaped while keeping an 
unmistakable Monster look. The one-piece han¬ 
dlebar is slightly higher and further back, giving 
a more upright position. The seat is longer and 
wider. It’s also adjustable for the first time on a 
Monster, by removing or replacing spacers un¬ 
derneath it, which makes it low enough for short 
riders. 

A typically high-tech Ducati electronics package 
includes ride-by-wire throttle control, and three 
engine modes: Sport, Touring and Urban. Sport 
gives maximum performance, Touring has a softer 
throttle response, and Urban is softer still to a 
reduced, lOObhp maximum. There’s a neat digital 
instrument panel that looks like a smartphone 
and changes its display to suit the mode. 
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The Monster feels very smooth and refined in 
all three modes, and has plenty of V-twin char¬ 
acter and a throaty exhaust note. The 1200S is 
seriously quick, too. On the launch in Tenerife 
it was fast enough, especially in Sport mode, 
to make me grip the raised bars mighty hard 
as it charged towards a top speed of about 
150mph. 

Chassis design is based on a frame that re¬ 
sembles the previous Monster’s traditional 
steel trellis but is actually more like the super¬ 
sports 1199 Panigale’s aluminium frame, at 
least in the way that it uses the engine as a 
stressed member. The tubular steel front frame 
section, rear subframe and cantilever rear 
shock unit bolt directly to the motor, with the 
single-sided swing-arm pivoting in the crank¬ 
case. 


Most differences between standard and S 
models are in chassis specification. The S 
comes with multi-adjustable Ohlins suspension 
at front and rear, instead of Kayaba forks and 
Sachs shock. Both versions get Brembo Mono¬ 
bloc front calipers with ABS, but the higher 
spec model has bigger, 330mm discs and 
Panigale type M50 calipers. It also gets cast- 
and-machined wheels, a carbon-fibre front 
mudguard and black silencers. 

Ducati’s attention to weight-saving means the 
Monster is light at 182kg dry, though that’s 
13kg heavier than the old model. The 1200S 
is as agile as its weight and sporty steering 
geometry suggest, with a taut, controlled feel 
from the Ohlins units. There’s heaps of ground 
clearance, good grip from Pirelli’s Diablo Rosso 
II radial tyres, and fierce stopping power from 
those Monobloc calipers and the excellent 
standard ABS system. 






































MONSTER 1200 


Comfort is also improved by the 1200’s ergo¬ 
nomics, notably the slightly higher handle¬ 
bars, which take some weight off your wrists. 
The more generously sized and padded seat 
seemed a useful improvement, too. The pillion 
also gets a larger area plus solid grab-handles. 

The only slight drawback was the footrest 
bracket design, which sometimes caught the 
heel of my boot, but wasn’t a serious problem. 
Ducati have made a big effort to make the 
Monster more practical. Fuel capacity is in¬ 
creased by four litres to 17.5 litres, giving the 
respectably economical V-twin a range of over 
150 miles. The increased steering lock allows 


fairly tight U-turns. The list of accessories 
includes a screen, alternative seats, panniers 
and heated handlebar grips, plus numerous 
parts in carbon-fibre or machined aluminium. 

All those would inevitably add to the price of a 
bike which, even in standard form, is already 
more expensive than the previous 1100 EVO. 
But this is a significantly improved machine: 
faster, more comfortable, easier to ride and 
better equipped. And crucially, the 1200 has 
retained the essential Monster look and char¬ 
acter. It looks like beginning another successful 
era for Ducati’s most popular family. 






TISSOT 


The start of a new MotoGP season means renewed 
special edition timepieces from official timekeeper 
Tissot and we reckon the latest models are some of 
the best looking yet. 

The T-Race Limited Edition MotoGP 2014 comes 
in two versions: one is a mechanical watch limited 
to 3,333 pieces, while the other is powered by a 
quartz movement, produced in a series of 8,888 
pieces. The keepsake helmet-themed cases are 
obligatory for the true fan while the MotoGP link is 
further stressed by the same colour schemes seen 
in the championship. 

No word yet on the prices but with the numbers 
stringently fixed it wont be long before the watches 
are out of reach 

http://www.tissot.ch/7collections 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 

Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 

Martin Heath MotoGP Photographer 

Simon Cudby Photographer 

Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and WSB correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP Reporter 

Nuria Garcia Cover Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 

Thanks to: www.mototribu.com 
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This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 



